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Office of the Bishop 

 
      July 28, 2020 
 
Dear Pastors and Principals,  
 
 Grace and peace be with you.   
 
 As we enter the final weeks of summer vacation, I wish to update you on the plan we will follow 
within the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph on beginning the 2020-2021 school year.   
 
 First, it is important that we open our schools for in-person instruction.  This important ministry 
to our families and students has its greatest impact when the students are able to spend the day physically 
present within the Catholic school community.  Likewise, it is commonly understood that not being in 
school has detrimental effects upon students and their ability to learn and keep pace with their educational 
advancement.  
 
 Second, it is imperative that we do all we can to keep our students safe.  For this reason I am 
instructing that we open our schools a week later than originally planned.  Realizing that not all of our 
schools open on the same day, I ask that you open your school a week later from the previously published 
start date.  This week-long delay will allow our schools to accomplish several important steps for a 
successful beginning.  It will provide more time for the teachers and administrators to prepare for the 
assuring practice of daily documenting that each staff member and student have no known symptoms nor 
temperature before entering the school campus, to re-structure the building and classrooms for healthy 
and safe in-person learning, establishing protocols which reduce the chance of COVID infection and 
transmission, and it will allow our staffs to become more proficient with distance learning (on-line) 
technologies and techniques should circumstances require it.   
 
 Realizing that not all of our school communities are facing the same circumstances, and that the 
later start date might prove detrimental, pastors may petition me for an exemption to start their schools on 
the originally published date. 
 
 I wish to thank Dr. Peters, Ms. Pat Burbach and our principals for the thoughtful and dedicated 
work over the summer to plan for this year with its unusual challenges.  Let us pray for one another as we 
embark on this new year and the mission entrusted to us to form students as disciples of Jesus Christ in 
wisdom, love and goodness through our Catholic schools. 
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

       
      Most Reverend James V. Johnston, Jr. 
      Bishop of Kansas City-St. Joseph 


